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ABSTRACT 

The actuality of organic farming is revealed as an important policy priority for Bulgarian agriculture 

and one of the highlights of the Common Agricultural Policy (2014-2020) encouraging farmers to 

switch to organic farming which should contribute to both: protection of the environment and 

production of healthy food. 

The purpose of the study is to assess the production capacity of Bulgarian organic animal husbandry, 

as a base for its further development and as a result of the social support towards it.  

To reach this goal the study should accomplish three tasks: 

- Assessing the level of production of Bulgarian organic animal husbandry 

- Presenting and analyzing the social support framework for the sector 

- Offer a conclusion and recommendations for the implementation of the Common agricultural 

policies of the EU and improvements of the production capacity of the sector. 

The production capacity of bio-farms is linked to their economic performance and ability to provide 

the necessary income for the owner and employees. Public support for this type of production has a 

favorable effect on the economic situation of the sector, but access to the resources provided by the 

CAP is linked to the still significant administrative difficulties and a high level of transaction costs.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Organic farming guarantees sustainability, 

fairness, food and climate security. It can 

restore the fertility of the soil, end the 

desertification, extract the accumulated carbon 

in the atmosphere and improve the soil 

composition. 
 

In recent years, organic farming in Bulgaria is 

one of the sectors that is developing at a rapid 

pace in times of sector wide degradation, with 

constantly increasing areas and the number of 

producers included in the control system. The 

reasons behind this development are related to 

the very good conditions in our country for its 

progress - ecologically preserved regions; 

awareness and willingness of consumers to eat 

healthily; realized environmental and rural 

benefits; support for organic producers - 

combined with positive reception of Bulgarian 

organic products on foreign markets. The aim 

of the present study is to analyze the 

production potential and trends in the 
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development of organic animal farming in 

Bulgaria. 
 

In order to achieve the goal, the following 

tasks are solved: 

- To analyze the state of organic farming in 

Bulgaria; 

- To reveal trends in the development of 

organic farming; 

- To identify the problems and to summarize 

the recommendations for the development of 

the Bulgarian organic animal husbandry. 
 

The methods used to solve tasks and achieve 

the goal are systematic and comparative 

analysis; conceptually constructive; method of 

statistical groupings, inductive and deductive 

methods for generalizing summaries. 
 

The organic farming scheme was launched in 

the EU in 1987, with Denmark being a pioneer 

among European countries. The 1992 reform 

of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

presents the first ground for helping farmers to 

move to or maintain organic production with 

EU funding (1, 2). 
 

Globally, the European Union is one of the 

main producers of organic food. In 2011, about 
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37 million hectares are managed in a biological 

way worldwide. Most of the organic areas are 

located in Oceania (12.2 million hectares) and 

Europe (10.60 million hectares, of which more 

than 9.5 million hectares are in the EU within 

nearly 240,000 farms) (3). 
 

According to the FAO and the WHO Codex 

Alimentarius (4, 5): Organic farming is "a 

comprehensive production management 

system that supports sustainability in 

agroecosystems, bio-diversity, biological 

cycles and biological activity in the soil". The 

emphasis is on mobilizing the farm's internal 

resources while minimizing externalities. The 

biological system takes into account the fact 

that regional (local) conditions require agro-

systems adapted to the specific region. This is 

achieved through agronomic, biological and 

technical methods as opposed to synthetic 

inputs. 
 

Organic farming and animal husbandry is a 

specific production method that maintains 

environmental balances and produces 

foodstuffs that cover the principles of the 

environmental cycles "plants - animals - soil" 

(6). Organic farming contributes to the 

sustainable development of rural areas, the 

protection of the environment and ensures 

good conditions for animal welfare. 
 

The necessity of development of organic 

agriculture is relevant to the following 

problems in the contemporary Bulgarian 

agriculture: 

 Concentration and specialization of 

production - disturbance of the biological 

equilibrium in nature; 

 Reduced biodiversity and destruction 

of beneficial species; 

 Pest resistance to chemicals and 

deepening of environmental problems; 

 Fragmentation of land; 

 Operating old equipment and buildings 

not complying with EU standards; 

 Deficiency or excessive use of plant 

protection products without taking into account 

the soil and climatic features of the area; 

 Inability to use EU funds to support 

farmers - lack of information and training. 
 

The agglomeration of the Bulgarian agrarian 

sector and the specialization in the production 

of grain and technical crops determine the 

leading role of big farms. This contributes to 

the small share of bio-farms in the country's 

total agrarian production. Strict regulatory 

requirements do not allow the deployment of 

large-scale farms, and in some cases the legal 

framework makes this absolutely impossible. 

Due to this fact, there are a number of 

problems facing organic farming for small 

agrarian farms - the regulated possibilities for 

direct supply of small quantities of raw 

materials and food products cannot have a 

significant positive effect on small farms as the 

requirements imposed imply significant 

additional costs (Balieva, 2015) (7). 
 

Despite all the problems noted here, organic 

production in Bulgaria marks a fast pace of 

development, which places Bulgaria at seventh 

place in the world in terms of the area grown 

according to the requirements for organic 

production, according to FiBL & IFOAM 

(2015) (8). 
 

In organic livestock, there is also a positive 

trend, according to the data presented in Table 

1 (9). 

 

Table 1. Organically grown live animals 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Cattle 329 395 470 272 364 976 1173 1311 1622 4209 

Sheep 1054 1690 2471 5831 6698 6648 9175 7894 9029 18792 

Goats 131 1058 1624 2732 2773 3397 2831 3235 4142 5381 

Bee 

colonies 

33981 35747 44861 41089 46429 58855 85346 117360 106676 17833

1 
Source: Author calculations based on data from Agrostatistics 

 

The number of animals reared with the organic 

farming methods in Bulgaria is increasing. The 

largest increase was registered by goats - from 

131 in 2006 to 5 381 in 2015, or 41 times. The 

sheep also have a significant increase in their 

numbers - about 18 times compared to 2006. In 

2015 alone the number of sheep, grown 

organically has doubled (10). 
 

In the system of control in 2015 there are also 

178 331 bee colonies (for 2006 there were 33 

981). A prerequisite for the increase in recent 

years is the good intake of organic honey on 

the European and world markets. Honey 

production increases from 1 263 tons in 2011 

to 1 554 tons in 2015, most of which is 

exported to the world market. (11) 
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The still underdeveloped internal market for 

bio-products and their shorter shelf-life make 

the construction of product marketing channels 

a major problem for the sector. For products 

that are not limited by their short shelf-life, 

there is a markedly faster growth rate of units. 

According to FiBL & IFOAM (2015) (12), 

Bulgaria ranks third in the world by number of 

bee families included in control systems. The 

ability of bee products to retain their 

characteristics unchanged over a long period of 

time allows their trading on international 

markets without any restrictions. The growth 

rates of organic production in the country 

clearly show the comparative advantages 

Bulgaria has in the production of these specific 

products. For the further development of the 

sector, the increasing demands of consumers 

worldwide will play an increasingly important 

role as well as the institutional support for 

producers wishing to participate in the control 

system. 
 

Pursuant to Regulation № 4 of 24.02.2015 (13) 

on the implementation of Measure 11 "Organic 

farming" of the RDP for the period 2014-2020 

the financial support for carrying out biological 

activities is provided in the form of annual 

payments, with 75% of the funds being 

provided from the EU and 25% from the 

budget of the Republic of Bulgaria. The annual 

amount of payments is presented in Table 2. 

 
Table 2. Annual payments for organic farming. 

Activities In transition Past transition 

1.Main crops, including fodder 284 euro/ha 168 euro/ha 

2. Permanent grassland 128 euro/ha 112 euro/ha 

3. Perennials, vines, oil rose 736 euro/ha 557 euro/ha 

4. Aromatic and medicinal plants 515 euro/ha 405 euro/ha 

5. Vegetable crops 575 euro/ha 399 euro/ha 

6. For the Bee Family 35 euro/ha 25 euro/ha 

7. Large ruminants (cattle and buffalo) grown for milk 230 euro/ha 77 euro/ha 

8. Large ruminants (cattle and buffalo) grown for meat 160 euro/ha 63 euro/ha 

9. Small ruminants (sheep and goats) for milk and meat 122 euro/ha 90 euro/ha 
Source: Regulation №4 from 24.02.2015. For the application of Measure 11 „Organic farming“ of PRD for the 

period 2014-2020 

 
The organic market in Bulgaria outpaces 

production. The majority (over 80%) of 

organic foods in Bulgaria are exported - 

mainly on the European market - mostly in 

Germany, the Netherlands, France, and Italy. 

There are also exports to the USA, Japan, 

Korea and Canada. Bulgaria is one of the 

largest exporters of wild dried berries and 

herbs. Exotic fruits, strawberries, raspberries, 

organic honey, essential oils of rose, lavender, 

mint, cheese, and jams are exported and 

received very well on the international market. 

Bulgarian bio products are competitive on 

foreign markets because of their quality, lower 

production cost and are thus offered at lower 

prices, are in accordance with all regulations 

and standards and are unique in their 

characteristics. 
 

Organic farming in Bulgaria is at an early stage 

of its development, but the trends are 

ascending and it is developing at a rapid pace. 

For the period 2006-2015, the number of 

organic operators and the areas in organic 

production has increased over 15 times, the 

number of cattle and bee families has increased 

respectively 12 and 5 times, the number of 

sheep - 18 times and the number of goats - 41 

times. 
 

With the launch of the new Rural Development 

Program (RDP) for the 2014-2020 (14, 15) 

period, the expectations for the development of 

organic farming are increasing as EU funding 

for organic farming is increased 5 times (33 

million euros were planned in the previous 

RDP, and 152 million euros in the new one). 

For the first time, funding for organic livestock 

farming is also planned, and measures such as 

pastoralism (seasonal grazing), conservation of 

endangered local breeds and other activities are 

also planned. 
 

CONCLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Bulgaria has favorable opportunities for the 

development of organic farming, the main ones 

being summarized as follows: 

- Appropriate soil and climatic conditions; 

- An existing set of knowledge and skills; 

- Functioning system of scientific, training and 

consulting units; 

- Positive image of Bulgarian agricultural 

products (foods) on the domestic and foreign 

markets; 

- Availability of production capacity in the 

food industry; 

- Rising demand for organic products. 
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In order to realize these opportunities in a 

timely manner, it is necessary to apply 

appropriate measures, some of which may be: 

- Lowering the taxation level on organic 

products; 

- Stricter controls and sanctions in unfair 

competition from products labeled "eco"; 

- Support of promotional activities and other 

marketing initiatives for the distribution of bio 

products; 

- Providing information and expanding the 

knowledge of producers and consumers about 

organic food, etc. 
 

Organic farming has proven its positive effects 

on the agricultural sector - it directly 

contributes to preserving the environment and 

ecosystems, restoring natural resources, 

developing rural areas. It can stabilize the 

incomes of Bulgarian farmers through the 

opportunity to provide healthy food products 

on new markets. Thus, the competitive 

advantage of the natural and climatic 

conditions in our country and the support of 

the European funds will be reimbursed in 

economic benefit by the farmers. 
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